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he 2024 Spring TGraduation at the 
University of  

Limpopo (UL) was a 
momentous occasion for 
Serobi Maja, former 
Chief  Executive Ofcer 
of  the Limpopo Gambling 
Board, as he proudly 
transitioned from Mr to 
Dr

Upon receiving his honorary doctorate, retired Dr Serobi Maja (left), 
alongside Prof Kwena Masha, University Registrar, expresses his 

commitment to continuing his work of empowering communities and 
contributing to the efcient running of the public sector 

Honoured with an honorary doctorate in 
administration by UL, Maja's recognition 
celebrated his substantial contributions 
to  publ i c  ser v ice and L impopo 
communities, marking a milestone he will 
cherish forever.

Dr Maja was amongst 580 graduates 
who received their hard-earned 
qualications over two days ceremonies, 
with the University awarding 431 
u n d e r g r a d u a t e  d e g r e e s ,  1 3 
p o s t g r a d u a t e  c e r t i  c a t e s ,  7 
postgraduate diplomas, 22 honours 
degrees, 88 master's degrees, 18 
doctoral degrees, and one honorary 
doctorate (Honoris Causa) to Dr Maja.

Recogn i sed as  a  key gure  i n 
government administration, both locally 
and internationally, before and since the 
advent of democracy, the University 
celebrates his signicant achievements 
in public service, which encompass years 
of individual and organisational success. 
He served as a member of the UL Alumni 
and Convocation Executive Committee 
from 1982 to 2008, undertaking roles in 
fundraising and empowerment.

By Reuben Maake | reuben.maake@ul.ac.za 

Honouring the legacy of a committed 
public servant: UL Awards Serobi Maja 
an Honorary Doctorate at Spring Graduation
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He added that active engagement in 
community service and philanthropic 
effor ts reects a dedicat ion to 
improving the lives of others. “Dr Maja 
has ticked all the boxes; he exhibits high 
ethical standards and integrity, aligning 
his values with those of UL.”

Prof Mahlo Mokgalong, UL Vice-
Chancellor and Principal, remarked that 
honouring leaders l ike Dr Maja 
demonstrates UL’s positive impact over 
its 65 years of existence, serving as a 
model for the new generation.

“Dr Maja’s 41 years in public service 
remind us that we need committed 
leaders who will not abuse the public 
purse but will work to uplift the 
disadvantaged.”

Previous recipients of  honorary 
doctorates from the University include 
former President Jacob Zuma, who 
received a Doctor of Philosophy; Judge 
Phineas Mojapelo, who was conferred a 
Doctor of Laws; and Dr Ntombifuthi 
Temperance Mtoba, a qual ied 
Chartered Accountant, who received an 
honorary doctorate in Accountancy, 
r e c o g n i s i n g  t h e i r  s u b s t a n t i a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ’ s 
development.

Additionally, Dr Maja played a key role 
in the task team responsible for the 
merger and demerger of the University 
of the North and Medunsa, which 
ultimately led to the formation of the 
University of Limpopo, and Sefako 
Makgatho Health Science University.

His extensive experience includes 
holding positions on various councils and 
boards, including serving as a member 
of the University of Venda Council.

Among his community initiatives is the 
establishment of the Serobi Maja Youth 
Skills Development Centre in his village, 
Ga-Maja, near Lebowakgomo in the 
Capricorn District. 

Dr Maja earned a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in 1976 from the then University 
of the North (UNIN), where he was 
active in black student politics, serving in 
various roles, including secretary and 
president of the South African Black 
Intervarsity Council.

Upon completing his studies, Dr Maja 
joined the then Lebowa government, 
starting in junior roles before becoming 
a senior civil servant. He showcased his 
administrative prowess during the 
CODESA negotiations, serving as an 
advisor to the Working Group during 
South Africa's transition to democracy.

From 1999 to 2000, Dr Maja was head 
of the Department of Safety, Security, 
and Liaison in Limpopo before being 
appointed the rst CEO of the Limpopo 
Gambling Board from  2000 to 2017. 
Under his leadership, the organisation 
consistently achieved unqualied audit 
reports and gained international 
recognition for its efforts in community 
protection and its impact on the 
hospitality sector.

In 2011, Dr Maja was honoured with the 
Onkgopotse Tiro Excellence Award from 
UL  for  h i s  wor k  i n  deve lop ing 
communities. Internationally, he became 
the rst African to lead the International 
Association of Gambling Regulators in 
2011, focusing on developing licensing 
norms and practices in emerging 
markets. It was through the years of 
successes that he was also recognised as 
Public Sector Manager of the Year by 
Polokwane Chamber of Business in 
2011. 

In his acceptance speech, Dr Maja 
expressed with humility, the honour from 
UL stating, “I accept this honour with 
humility as a proud graduate of this 
highly respected academic institution. 
With 41 years in public service, I have 
committed myself  to pursuing an 
unblemished career representing this 
institution.” He praised UL for producing 
quality leaders, saying, “I am indebted 
to this University for the person I am 
today. It must continue to train capable 
men and women who will be leaders in 
society, not liabilities.”

Prof Kwena Masha, the University 
Registrar, noted that when evaluating 
candidates for an honorary doctorate, 
the University considers various factors 
to ensure the award aligns with its values 
and mission.

He stated that one key criterion is 
signicant contributions to society, where 
candidates must have made notable 
impact in elds such as science, arts, 
literature, business, or public service. 
“Leadership and innovation are also 
vital, as evidence of a candidate's 
qualities can demonstrate their ability to 
advance their respective elds or 
communities. A strong commitment to 
education, mentorship, and support for 
academic institutions further enhances a 
candidate's eligibility.”

A total of 580 graduates proudly received their hard-earned 
qualications during two days of graduation ceremonies, eagerly 

anticipating their impact on society and the economy
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By Kgabo Selepe | ulpublications@ul.ac.za 

WiPiSA Luncheon inspires growth, 
leadership amongst UL women in physics

he Department of  Physics at the University of  TLimpop (UL) is advancing women in physics by 
creating opportunities for them to connect with 

peers and industry veterans, supporting their 
professional growth

"She embodies a unique blend of 
intelligence and beauty. Women should 
not just add numbers but must also take 
their rightful place in academia.”

Dr Shibiri spoke about the shifting 
landscape, where women are taking 
their place in leadership across various 
elds, afrming that the future is female. 
She highlighted the resilience of women, 
noting, "Women have found their inner 
strength, stepping condently into their 
power, pursuing their passions, and 
breaking barriers to champion change."
For Vusani Mikosi, a Master's student in 
physics, her journey has been both 
challenging and rewarding. “I didn’t 
choose physics , physics chose me,” she 
reected. While her initial experiences 
were marked by confusion, her Honours 
year proved transformative. “Physics 
became the one subject where I 
excelled, and that gave me the clarity 
and condence to continue.” 

A signicant milestone for her was 
winning second place at the Faculty of 
Science and Agriculture's (FSA) Annual 
Postgraduate Researc h Day, an 
experience that boosted her condence. 
To students facing similar doubts, Mikosi 
offered this advice: "Don’t give up too 
soon. Confusion is temporary, and 
feeling lost is part of the process. You’ll 
grow out of it.”

PhD s tudent  Mahlatse Komape, 
majoring in Physics,  shared her 
experience navigating the demands of 
both geology and physics. “It wasn’t 
easy, but I chose physics because I 
preferred problem-solving over 
reading,” she explained. Her advice to 
students is straightforward: “Pursue 
what you genuinely love. When you 
choose something for yourself, you never 
have anyone else to blame." Komape 
emphasised the importance of self-
acceptance and hard work, urging 
students to believe in their own potential. 
“You are enough. All you need to do is 
work hard with what you have.”

Professor Raesibe Ledwaba from UL’s 
Material Modelling Centre also shared 
her journey, reecting on the growth she 
experienced as a female physicist. "I 
believe we all have the potential to 
grow, regardless of our age or level of 
education," she said. Prof Ledwaba 
encouraged students to take initiative 
and plant their own seeds, reminding 
them that success begins with self-drive 
and determination.

Recently, the department hosted a 
luncheon, sponsored by Women in 
Physics South Africa (WiPiSA), as a 
networking session. The event provided 
a platform for young physicists to seek 
guidance, gain condence, and draw 
i n sp i ra t i o n  f rom  d i s t i ngu i s hed 
researchers and seasoned professionals 
in the eld.

WiPiSA, founded in 2005, was 
established in response to the barriers 
faced by women in science, particularly 
in physics. Its mission is to increase the 
representation and advancement of 
women in physics through mentorship, 
outreach initiatives, and educational 
programmes designed to inspire young 
girls and women.

Dr Beauty Shibiri, a postdoctoral 
researcher at UL, delivered a keynote 
address that resonated with many. 
"When a woman enters a room, she 
takes her rightful space," she said, 
underscoring the power and presence of 
women in academia. 

Dr Beauty Shibiri emphasises that 
women in physics should not 

only increase their representation 
in the profession but also provide 
solutions that positively impact 

people's lives

Students and staff at the Women in Physics South Africa (WiPiSA) 
Luncheon
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By Kgabo Selepe | ulpublications@ul.ac.za 

Faculty of Science and Agriculture 
Research Day finds solutions for Africa

n a bid to bolster research quality amongst its Ipostgraduate students, the University of  Limpopo's 
(UL) Faculty of  Science and Agriculture’s (FSA) 

annual Postgraduate Research Day 2024 attracts 
solution-oriented presentations from participants

Postgraduate students eager to make an impact  through the Faculty of Science and Agriculture Postgraduate 
Research Day

This event provides platform for 
postgraduate students and academic 
staff to present their research ndings 
and engage in intellectual discourse. The 
aim is to ensure that students are on the 
right path with their research, while 
simultaneously fostering a culture of 
rigorous, dedicated, and solution-driven 
inquiry. At its core, the event underscores 
the vital role that research plays in 
addressing Africa's pressing challenges 
through scientic solutions.
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Dr Mary-Jane Bopape delivers a keynote address on the unpredictable 
environmental challenges faced by society 

Held over three days, the event 
highlighted the importance of research 
across disciplines, with keynote speaker 
Dr Mary-Jane Bopape, Managing 
D i rec tor  for  t he  Sou th  Af r i can 
Environmental Observation Network 
(SAEON), delivering an address that 
captivated the audience. Dr Bopape 
drew attention to the escalating 
environmental challenges facing society, 
urging students to explore research in 
this critical area. 

"The challenges we face today, 
particularly those related to the 
environment ,  are immense," she 
remarked. She noted that weather and 
ocean condi t ions,  inuenced by 
geographical factors, are crucial areas 
where research could have a signicant 
impact. Citing the devastating oods in 
KwaZulu-Natal, Dr Bopape explained 
how a subtropical system interacting 
with a mid-latitude system had led to the 
catastrophic ooding. “Research is 
essential in understanding these systems 
and, crucially, in providing advance 
timely warnings to help mitigate the 
devastating impacts such disasters or 
causalities," she appealed.

Prof Tebogo Mothiba, Acting Deputy 
V i ce -Chance l l o r  fo r  Re sea r c h , 
Innovation, and Partnerships at UL, 
pledgedlent her support to the event's 
theme, aligning it with Sustainable 
Development Goal 13, which calls for 
urgent action to combat climate change. 
She stressed the broader societal 
impacts of climate change, including 
food insecurity, poverty, and diseases, 

urging researchers to seek solutions that 
could mitigate its effects on local 
communities. "As a University that serves 
rural communities, our research should 
not just be theoretical but should be 
rooted in the real challenges that our 
people face daily," Prof Mothiba 
stated. She emphasised UL’s commitment 
to research that nds answers for 
Africa’s unique challenges, noting, “This 
has always been our guiding principle.”

The research day was not only a 
platform for discussion but also a 
celebration of academic excellence. 
Students across various elds showcased 
their  groundbreaking researc h , 
demonstrating how theory, when paired 
with practical application, could yield 
transformative outcomes.

One student, Koketjo Mnisi, a PhD 
Candidate presented his research on 
how biofertilizers can improve the 
growth and nitrogen-xing ability of 
tepary beans. His study looked at using 
different biofertilizers, like Rhizobium 
inoculation, Vesicular Arbuscular 

Mycorrhizae (VAM), and seaweed 
extract, to boost the beans’ growth in 
various locations. His ndings stand to 
help improve help improve sustainable 
farming in areas with poor soil quality.

Similarly, Thato Mokgotho, a Master's 
student in Agricultural Economics, 
presented an insightful study on broiler 
farmers' willingness to adopt chicken 
enterprise insurance in parts of Limpopo 
Province. Mokgotho’s research revealed 
that while most broiler farmers are 
aware of  agricultural insurance, 
perceived high costs and small farm 
sizes discourage them from adopting it. 
This study highlights the need for more 
accessible insurance options tailored to 
small-scale farmers, an essential 
cons iderat ion for the future of 
agricultural policy in South Africa.

Lovedonia Kganyago, MSc student in 
Chemistry, presented on Cellulose-
based cobalt-doped copper oxide 
hydrogel nanocomposites for the 
removal of  methylene blue from 
aqueous solutions, the study analysed 
water scarcity as a world-wide problem 
due to excessive water contamination by 
synthetic dyes such as methylene blue. 
“The overall study showed that hydrogel 
nanocomposite can be employed in 
water waste treatment plants,” Kanyago 
explained. 

The event also served as a platform to 
honour the achievements of  the 
postgraduates in the four schools within 
the faculty. These included the School of 
Agricultural and Environmental Science, 
the School of Physical and Mineral 
Science, the School of Molecular and 
Life Sciences, and the School of 
Mathematical and Computer Science. 
The schools have natured a cohort of 
postgraduate students whose research 
excellence has been recognised through 
honours, master's, and PhD levels.

The Faculty of Science 
and Agriculture 

recognises excellence by 
awarding postgraduate 

researchers for their 
outstanding research, 
offering solutions to 
challenges faced by 

communities
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By Keletso Makgopa | ulpublications@ul.ac.za 

UL , UNIVEN Biennial Research 
Conference champions better 
health for all

hrough its Faculty of  Health Sciences, the University of  Limpopo (UL) Tcontinues to champion research based solutions towards improving public 
health and reducing the global burden of  diseases

The Biennial Research Conference serves as a platform for UL and UNIVEN health sciences researchers to 
explore avenues for advancing the healthcare fraternity

The conference, themed ‘Achieving 
Sustainable Development Goal 3 by 
2030: Facilitating and Constraining 
Dynamics in the African Context while 
Promoting Health and Well-being’, 
showcased 127 research abstracts, 
including 86 oral and 41 poster 
presentations. All these contributions 
had a common goal of promoting health 
w i th in  commun i t ie s ,  address i ng 
challenges, and sharing scientic 
insights.

Participants engaged in discussions on 
the factors that facilitate or hinder 
progress toward achieving Sustainable 
Deve lopment  Goal  3 (SDG 3) , 
particularly within the African context. 
Key challenges identied include limited 
access to healthcare services for 
vulnerable populations, inadequate 
health infrastructure, medical supply 
shortages, and global health crises, all 
of which are exacerbated by low health 
literacy and awareness. 

In partnership with the University of 
Venda (UNIVEN), UL co-hosted the 3rd 
Biennial Research Conference, focusing 
on the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), with particular emphasis on 
Goal 3, which seeks to ensure healthy 
lives and promote well-being for all at 
all ages. By fostering innovation and 
collaboration, UL strives to nd solutions 
that directly impact the well-being of 
ordinary people. 



Lerato Malupe, Master of Science 
in Medical Science at UL, explains 

that her research involved 
extracting two Cannabis sativa 

strains using methanol and water

Lerato Malupe, a Master of Science in 
Medical Science candidate at UL, 
presented her research on ‘Assessment 
of Antimicrobial Activity and Genetic 
Diversity of Cannabis Sativa at the 
University of Limpopo’. Her study looked 
at the ability of Cannabis sativa to ght 
bacteria and found it was especially 
effective against Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA). "This 
research offers a starting point for 
creating Cannabis-based treatments for 
infections that don't respond well to 
drugs," Malupe explained, highlighting 
the need to protect the genetic variety 
of Cannabis sativa.

Fikela Shilubane, a Master of Science 
candidate in Nutrition at UNIVEN, 
presented his researc h on "The 
P reva len ce  and  Cor re la te s  o f 
Hypertension and Diabetes Mellitus 
among Adults aged 40 years and 
above in Thulamela Local Municipality." 
Shilubane's study focuses on the rising 
prevalence of chronic illnesses such as 
hypertension and diabetes mellitus, 
which are leading causes of morbidity 
and mortality globally. “The study 
involved a cross-sectional survey, with 
participants screened and interviewed 
for both conditions, contributing to a 
deeper understanding of chronic illness 
risk factors in rural communities.”
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Prof Tebogo Mothiba, Acting Deputy 
V i ce -Chance l l o r  fo r  Re sea r c h , 
I n n o va t i o n ,  a n d  Pa r t n e r s h i p s , 
emphasised the role of higher education 
institutions in driving scientic discovery, 
stating, “Higher education institutions 
are the bedrock of knowledge creation 
and innovation. Our research must not 
only contribute to academic discourse 
but also address the real-world 
challenges faced by our communities. 

Prof Lufuno Makhado, Associate 
Professor at UNIVEN, delivering a 

keynote address on the 
'Application of Implementation 
Science and Dissemination to 

Achieve the SDGs’

Prof  Lufuno Makhado, Associate 
Professor at UIVEN, delivered a keynote 
a d d r e s s  o n  ‘A p p l i c a t i o n  o f 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  S c i e n c e  a n d 
Dissemination to Achieve the SDGs’. He 
explained that Implementation Science 
focuses on translating research into 
policy and practice, emphasising the 
impor tance  o f  con tex t - spec ic 
approaches. "The SDGs represent 
global aspirations to address urgent 
challenges by 2030, and effective 
implementation of evidence-based 
interventions is key to achieving these 
goals, "  Prof  Makhado to ld the 
researchers.  

Prof Tebogo Mothiba, Acting 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor for 

Research, urged delegates to 
share knowledge and 

collaborate, stressing its vital role 
in improving healthcare and 

tackling challenges

It is through rigorous and impactful 
research that we can make meaningful 
strides in promoting healthy living within 
the society, thereby reducing the burden 
of disease, in line with the Sustainable 
Development Goals.”

The conference h igh l ighted the 
importance of research in tackling 
p u b l i c  h e a l t h  c h a l l e n ge s  a n d 
underscored the critical role of higher 
education institutions in advancing 
scientic knowledge and improving 
health outcomes.

At the conclusion of the 
conference, students were 

honoured with awards for their 
outstanding presentations across 

six categories: undergraduate 
oral, undergraduate poster, 

postgraduate oral, postgraduate 
poster, staff oral, and staff poster
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By Keletso Makgopa | ulpublications@ul.ac.za 

Communication experts 
encourage students to adopt 
a global perspective 

huli Phiri, Founder Tof  The African 
Storyteller, urged 

young leaders to 
broaden their horizons 
and adopt a global 
perspective, emphasising 
that local thinking can 
hinder growth in an 
increasingly 
interconnected world 
where opportunities 
know no borders

Thuli Phiri, Founder of The African Storyteller, inspires students to 
cultivate a positive attitude and determination, highlighting that these 

qualities are highly valued by top companies

Whether your goal is full-time corporate 
work or pursuing entrepreneurial 
dreams, our industry is central to 
economic development and society’s 
future direction.” She stressed that in a 
world where digital advancements and 
global connectivity are shaping every 
sector, young professionals must 
cultivate a mindset that reaches beyond 
geographical borders adding that “one 
must recognise the limitless potential of 
our industry.” 

Phiri also addressed the need for 
compassion and inclusivity, particularly 
when engaging with underrepresented 
communities. She reminded students that 
public relations is not just about creating 
a strong image or reputation but also 
a b o u t  m e a n i n g f u l ,  a u t h e n t i c 
communication that drives social change. 

“In this fast-paced industry, never lose 
sight of the importance of humility and 
acting with purpose, especially for the 
less privileged. Effective and authentic 
communication is not only about career 
success—it’s about making a real 
difference.”

The career expo, which included 
discussions, workshops, and networking 
opportunities, highlighted the value of 
strategic communication in fostering 
leadership, entrepreneurship, and 
innovation.

Her remarks were part of a keynote 
address delivered during a career expo 
at the University of Limpopo (UL), co-
hosted with the Public Relations Institute 
of Southern Africa (PRISA). The event 
provided Media and Communication 
students with a platform to engage with 
industry experts and learn about the 
evolving landscape of public relations 
and communication.

Phiri’s message resonated with students 
eager to understand the future of media 
and communication industry. She said, 
“The world is much smaller than we think, 
and opportunities for professionals in 
communication are expanding every 
day. 
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Dr Janell le Roux (left), Senior Lecturer in Communication Studies at UL, 
receives the PRISA Limpopo Women in PR and Communication 

Excellence Award in Academia, presented by Moses Moreroa, Chairman 
of PRISA Limpopo

The event also recognised Limpopo 
women for excellence in PR and 
Communication in various sectors as part 
of celebrating women's month. The 
recipient for excellence in academia 
was Dr Janell le Roux, Senior Lecturer in 
Communication Studies at UL, who said 
the award is an inspiration for students 
to strive for excellence. "Our role as 
educators is not only to provide our 
students with knowledge in the eld but 
also to make authentic use of the 
information to better be prepared for 
their professional lives." 

Moses Moreroa, Chairman of PRISA 
Limpopo, highlighted the importance of 
the expo to students, noting that PRISA 
supports their career development 
through mentorship and industry events. 
“Our resources include tailored career 
counselling, skills development seminars, 
and internship placements. These are 
designed to equip students with the 
knowledge and experience needed to 
excel in the public relations eld.”

Fortunate Matosa, a nal-year Bachelor 
of Arts in Communication Studies 
student, reected on her enriching 
experience: “I gained a wealth of 
knowledge from the insights shared by 
professionals, leaders, and lecturers. It 
broadened my understanding of 
concepts I had never previously 
considered.” Matosa encouraged her 
fellow students to remain dedicated and 
focused on their goals, reminding them 
of the importance of their academic 
journey. “Take your studies seriously, as it 
offers numerous opportunities for 
growth and success.”

Prof Solomon Bopape, Head of the 
Department of Information Studies, 
Media, and Communication Studies at 
UL, reafrmed the  commitment to 
continually update its curriculum to align 
w i t h  t he  eve r- c hang i ng  med ia 
landscape. He noted that the goal is to 
prepare students for the professional 
wor ld  by  b lend ing  t heore t i ca l 
knowledge with practical experience. 
“The career expo played a pivotal role 
in connecting students with industry 
experts,” he added, underscoring the 
event’s signicance in bridging the gap 
b e t w e e n  a c a d e m i a  a n d  t h e 
communication industry. 

Prof Solomon Bopape, Head of the Department of Information Studies, 
Media, and Communication Studies at UL, highlights the commitment to 

updating the curriculum to match the evolving media landscape, 
stressing the importance of blending theory with practice

Communication and Media 
students hailed the UL PRISA 
Career Expo as a valuable 

experience, noting that their 
career paths offer opportunities 
across all sectors—if they think 

creatively
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By Abba Armooh | ulpublications@ul.ac.za

Anna Maponya secures
yet another gold in marathon victory 

eteran athlete Anna Maponya, attached to the VUniversity of  Limpopo (UL) Athletics Club and 
a proud member of  the Mankweng 

community, continues to bring glory to both the 
University and her village through her remarkable 
achievements in athletics

Veteran athlete Anna Maponya continues to raise the UL ag high in 
international athletics competitions

Most recently, the energetic veteran 
secured rst place, scooping a gold 
medal, in the 4-kilometre Athletics South 
A f r i c a  ( A S A )  C r o s s  C o u n t r y 
Championships 2024, held in Cape 
Town. Competing in the 50+ age 
category, Maponya completed the race 
in an impressive 15 minutes and 12 
seconds, adding yet another accolade 
to her growing list of accomplishments.

With less than a decade in professional 
athletics, Maponya, who trains at UL’s 
state-of-the-art sports facilities as a 
dedicated member of the UL Athletics 
Club, has consistently shown that age is 
no obstacle to success. Reecting on her 
journey, Maponya attributed her 
achievements to her passion for athletics 
and the University’s support for 
c omm un i t y  deve l opmen t .  " T he 
University's commitment to improving the 
community has allowed me to push my 
own boundaries and inspire other 
women my age who may think sports is 
only for the young," she shared.

At 53 years old, and a resident of 
Makanye near UL, Maponya is no 
stranger to victory. In of June this year, 
she claimed a prestigious Bill Rowan 
medal, securing gold and rst position in 
the 50+ women's category during the 
annual Comrades Marathon. Looking 
back on her recent win, Maponya said, 
“I’m proud to have added another gold 
to my collection. As I continue to raise the 
University’s ag high, I remain grateful 
for the training opportunities they 
provide.”

Ludwick Mamabolo, UL’s Athletics Club 
coach and a celebrated Comrades 
Marathon winner, expressed optimism 
about Maponya’s future, stating, “Anna 
may be selected to represent South 
Africa internationally next year, 
depending on her age category. Her 
next challenge is the Masingita race in 
Giyani, and I am condent she will excel 
once again.”

Maponya’s unwavering dedication 
continues to inspire, demonstrating that 
with passion and perseverance, there 
are no limits to what can be achieved, 
regardless of age.
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