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THE 2025 ACADEMIC 
APPLICATION CYCLE FOR 
PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS 
IS OFFICIALLY OPEN

Be sure to mark your calendars-applications will close on Monday, 
September 30, 2024. MBChB Please note, our highly sought-after  
programme has an earlier deadline of Wednesday, July 31, 2024.

Ready to take the first step? Apply online now by visiting our website at 
www.ul.ac.za 

For any enquiries or assistance with the online application process, 
our dedicated CALL CENTRE is here to help:

 015 268 3332Telephone:
 enrolment@ul.ac.zaEmail:

Don't miss out on this incredible opportunity to become 
part of a legacy of excellence. 

Join us and unleash your potential at the 
University of Limpopo! Apply today!
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By Reuben Maake|    reuben.maake@ul.ac.za  

Optometry graduates benefit from 
empowerment project, bringing vision 
solutions to communities

ix optometry graduates from the University of  Limpopo (UL) are embarking Son a graduate empowerment programme that aims to develop their 
entrepreneurial skills while providing vision services to underserved 

communities in Limpopo

This initiative is a collaboration between UL's Department of Optometry and OneSight EssilorLuxottica, an 
international company that specialises in vision services.

A mobile Optometry clinic container located in Moletjie, outside Polokwane owned by UL graduate,  Ngwato 
Kgogo who is a beneciary of the Vula Amehlo programme 

nd
 122  Issue - 26 July 2024



05

The collaboration has recently launched 
the Vula Amehlo project (Open Your 
Eyes) at the University, through which the 
graduates will be empowered to start 
their own businesses. The beneciaries, 
all of whom have graduated from UL 
with a Bachelor of Optometry, are 
Patience Maleta from Ga-Sekororo, 
Blessed Malungana from Tzaneen, 
Ngwato Kgogo, Beadrice Moloko, both 
from Moletjie, Geneve Mokwana from 
Marapong (Lephalale), and Branden 
Selowa from Ga-Sekgopo. 

Speaking at the launch, Anurag Hans, 
Head of Mission and President of the 
F o u n d a t i o n  w i t h i n  O n e S i g h t 
EssilorLuxottica, said, "Our mission is to 
work with graduates to bring vision care 
to disadvantaged communities. We 
believe the graduates will utilise the 
oppor tun i t ies  to empower their 
communities."

Justice Mulungwa, a Coordinator at the 
Department of Optometry Clinic at UL, 
h igh l igh ted  t he  impac t  o f  t he 
contribution, noting that it will change 
many l i ves,  espec ia l ly  in  r ura l 
communities. "Statistics indicate that 
approximately 2.7 billion people 
worldwide are affected by uncorrected 
poor vision. Through the Vula Amehlo 
project, the graduates will help address 
this issue by opening seven sites in 
Limpopo, followed by two in KwaZulu-
Natal and one in Gauteng."

One of the graduates, Ngwato Kgogo, 
who completed his  Bac helor of 
Optometry at UL in 2023, has been 
assisted by the project to start his own 
optometry clinic. His business was 
provided with a container, frames, 
lenses, and state-of-the-art operating 
machines that he could not afford on his 
own. Expressing his gratitude, Kgogo 
said, "This is a life-changing opportunity 
for me. I look forward to successfully 
running my business and serving my 
community by bringing vision care to 
them."

Victor Kgomoeswana, Executive Director 
for Marketing and Communication at the 
University, praised the project as historic 
and transformative, afrming the 
University's vision of nding solutions for 
Africa. "Limpopo has many rural 
communities lacking basic services such 
as eye care, and the Vula Amehlo 
project will help address this need." 

He also commended the Department of 
Optometry staff for upholding the 
department's legacy as the rst 
university in South Africa to offer an 
Optometry programme.

Lameez Eksteen, Country Manager for 
t h e  O n e S i g h t  E s s i l o r L u xo t t i c a 
Foundation in South Africa, explained 
that graduates who had not found 
p e r m a n e n t  e m p l oy m e n t  we r e 
nominated by their universities for the 
Vula Amehlo programme. They were 
enrolled in an entrepreneurship course 
and, following a competency test, 
tasked with nding a suitable location to 
open the i r  opt i ca l  shops .  "The 
Foundation will cover the costs of shop 
tting, transport, rent for two years, 
equipment, a three-month supply of 
spectacles, and ongoing training and 
mentorship."

Each practice is valued at a start-up cost 
of R2 million, and the entrepreneurs will 
own and run them as independent 
businesses with guidance from business 
mentors. Various vision care services will 
be available to the public, with glasses 
dispensed at R500 per pair.

Dr Velibanti Sukati, Head of the 
Department of Optometry at UL, stated 
that "the collaboration aims to address 
b a r r i e r s  o f  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  a n d 
a f f o r d a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  m o s t 
disadvantaged communities." He added 
that the department will work diligently 
to assist the graduates in ensuring their 
businesses serve their intended purpose 
of helping in resolve visual impairments 
within communities.

ON SIGHT: Executive Director for Marketing and Communication Victor 
Kgomoeswana testing some of the equipment in the mobile clinic, 

assisted by Anurag Hans while clinic owner Ngwato Kgogo is looking on

Anurag Hans, Head of Mission 
and President of OneSight 

EssilorLuxottica Foundation, 
outlines their vision in 

partnership with the University of 
Limpopo to bring eye care 

services to rural communities
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By Johannes Selepe & Delsy Sekgobela | mosela.selepe@ul.ac.za

UL and partners improve living 
conditions at Kwelano Bohloko 
Old Age & Disability Centre 

 partnership led Aby the University 
of  Limpopo (UL) 

has brought signicant 
impact to the Kwelano 
Bohloko Old Age & 
Disability Centre in 
Mankweng during the 
2024 International 
Nelson Mandela Day

The donated structure, part of the 2024 International Nelson Mandela Day celebration at Kwelano Bohloko Old 
Age & Disability Centre, is set to play a crucial role for the elderly at the centre

The University, together with Coca-Cola 
Beverages South Africa (CCBSA), Rakutu 
Trading and Projects, One Sight, the 
Limpopo Economic Development Agency 
(LEDA), Take 5 Restaurant, Dijong 
L i fes ty le Restaurant ,  and other 
stakeholders, has worked to enhance this 
daycare centre for elderly individuals 
as part of the 67 minutes of Mandela 
Day celebration. The collaboration has 
resulted in structural upgrades, eye tests 
and sponsorship for spectacles, the 
establishment of a vegetable garden, 
wellness check-ups, and advocacy 
against elder abuse.

The centre, which was founded in 2009 
by  J a n e  Ra b o d i b a ,  c u r r e n t l y 
accommodates 50 elderly individuals 
from around Mankweng. 
Evah Takalo, the Partnerships and 

Community Engagement Coordinator at 
UL,  emphasised the Univers i ty 's 
commitment to addressing community 
challenges by partnering with the public 
and private sectors to nd solutions. "We 
are happy that the Kwelano Bohloko 
Old Age & Disability Centre has 
beneted greatly from this partnership. 
The lives of the elderly people in the 
centre will never be the same again, 
thanks to this collaboration championed 
by UL and other important partners. The 
impact made today will be felt for many 
years to come and will continue to 
improve lives.”

Rev. Dr Ngwako Rapakwana, Director 
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for the Gender Desk at UL, highlighted 
the importance of raising gender-based 
awareness among the elderly to inform 
them of their rights. She also condemned 
emotional and physical abuse of the 
elderly. "You should not take their social 
grants for your own benet. Please take 
care of them by providing them with 
food and medication on time. We must 
take care of our elderly people and 
stop abusing them.”

Thabo Thobejane from Rakutu Trading 
and Projects expressed satisfaction in 
contributing to the improvement of the 
centre. "We are happy to be part of this 
initiative, which aims to improve the lives 
of the elderly, whom we can learn a lot 
from as our think tanks.”

Patrick Monkoe, Head of Marketing and 
Communication at LEDA, stated that their 
mandate is to resolve socio-economic 
development challenges facing the 
people of Limpopo Province.

"We are happy when the private and 

public sectors collaborate on initiatives 
that seek to resolve socio-economic 
challenges, which is why we are part of
this transformative partnership. Our 
support will not end today; we will 
continue to provide assistance for any 
other needs they may have.”

Beneciaries of the centre expressed 
their appreciation, noting that the centre 
provides them with a place of harmony 
to go daily, avoiding isolation at home. 
They also mentioned that they are 
learning to write their names and 
enjoying nutritious meals at the centre. 
Rachel Lekota, a member of the centre, 
expressed gratitude to the public and 
private sector companies, urging them to 
continue supporting elderly people. 

"The Kwelano Bohloko Old Age & 

The planting of a vegetable garden as part of Nelson 
Mandela Day celebrations will, in the long run, ensure 

that the centre’s residents have access to nutritious 
food 

General health checks and nutritional advice were 
identied as key benets for the elderly during the 

2024 celebration of Nelson Mandela Day at Kwelano 
Bohloko Old Age & Disability Centre

Disability Centre has taught us a lot, such 
as writing our names and doing 
exercises. I urge other elderly people 
facing abuse and neglect to join us; this is 
the safest home for elderly people.” The 
University has been providing guidance 
and various essentials to ensure the 
proper functioning of the Kwelano 
Bohloko Old Age & Disability Centre for 
several years.
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By Keletso Makgopa| ulpublications@ul.ac.za  

 he University of  Limpopo (UL) recently held a SEE FACE-TO-FACE Colloquium to Tprovide a platform for conversations intended to foster improvements in basic and 
higher education sectors, through research  

During a colloquium held at UL, various researchers presented their ndings on the challenges facing South 
Africa’s education system, schools in particular, and shared innovative solutions to address these issues

Colloquium enhances education sector 
through research, interventions

Following approximately eight months’ 
discussions about ways in which the South 
African education sector could be 
improved, the  colloquium brought 
together educational researchers from 
various universities, basic education and 
private institutions for in-person meeting 
to consolidate intervention measures 
proposed over the months.

The  co l loqu ium had the  t heme 
‘Contribution of Educational Research in 
Transforming Post-Apartheid Society’. 
Its main objective was to identify 
relevant research areas to address 
pressing issues in the country’s education 
system. 

Additionally, the event aimed to 
promote knowledge sharing, encourage 
collaboration, and generate innovative 
solutions to the challenges faced by the 
South Africa's education system in the 
post-apartheid era.
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Dr Ronke Harbor,  CEO of  A4C 
Consulting, delivered a keynote address 
evaluating the role of schools in 
implementing government initiatives 
a imed  a t  addre s s i ng  pove r ty, 
unemployment, and inequality. “My 
presentation provided an overview of 
South Africa’s education system, 
emphasising the need for quality 
education for all to reduce poverty and 
population growth, as per Sustainable 
Development Goal (SDG) four,” she 
pointed out.

Dr Harbor noted that girls are unfairly 
targeted by limited access to education 
due to gender inequality. According to 
her, one in four girls drop out of 
secondary school, and the number of 
girls who fail to complete secondary 
school in sub-Saharan Africa has 
increased by seven million since 2007, 
driven by population growth. “Education 
is an act of justice, not charity, and it 
holds the key to unleashing the full 
potential of every person,” she stated.

Dr Mpho Rabapane, Research Associate 
at UL and Principal of Gravellote 
Primary School in the Mopani District, 
lamented that despite thirty years of 
democracy, South Africa still lacks 
industrial development, economic 
control, and direction. 

“We are trying to catch up with what 
happened before democracy, but we 
are not far off yet,” Dr Rabapane 
commented. He further stated that 
progress is being made in terms of the 
calibre of academics being produced, 
the foundation being built, and the 
quality of teachers being trained.

“We are certainly making an impact 
from as early as the primary school 
level, with the introduction of essential 
life skills, the quality of education, and 
the interactions we are having in schools. 
I can attest to the fact that we are 
heading in the right direction, but we are 
not there yet,” he acknowledged.

Rinae Sikhwari, an Education Data 
Analyst for the New Leaders Foundation 
and the Department of Education, 
emphasised the need for a thorough 
understanding of the decolonisation 
process to address existing inequalities. 
A c c o rd i ng  t o  S i k hwa r i ,  w h i l s t 
decolonisation will provide some 
assistance, it alone cannot fully resolve 
the societal issues we face. She pointed 
out that the current education system 
continues to favour those who beneted 
from apartheid, while most black 
people do not reap the same benets. 
Additionally, she said that the teaching 
methods employed in classrooms today 
do not resonate with all learners 
considering their diverse backgrounds 
and needs. Sikhwari stated, "If we 
examine the learners in our classrooms, 
we will see that teachers are not meeting 
their needs. For instance, there is a 
technophobia crisis in our schools. 
Learners are enthusiast ic about 
technology, but teachers are not 
embracing it, resulting in a mismatch of 
teaching methods.”

Thato Matlala, a Geography Teacher at 
Leruleng Secondary School Capricorn 
South District, mentioned that his 
research focused on the phasing out of 
commercial subjects in the school 
curriculum, a problem he believes 
warrants attention. “Phasing out 
commercial subjects denies learners the 
chance to participate in the economy, 
depriving the country of innovative skills 
that drive progress,” Matlala noted. He 
added that the decision to phase out 
those subjects prevents learners from 
creat ing the ir  own employment 
opportunities, ultimately hindering the 
country’s economic growth. 

“The signicance of this study lies in the 
fact that for South Africa's economy to 
thrive, it is imperative to have learners 
who possess commercial knowledge, 
skills, and values, all of which are 
acquired through studying commercial 
subjects," Matlala explained. He also 
believes that individuals can address the 
socio-economic issues within their 
community through knowledge acquired 
by immersing themselves in commercial 
and economics subjects. 

Prof  Mahlapahlapana Themane, 
Research Chair in Schools Enabling 
Environment (SEE) at UL, said that in 
South Africa, as in other parts of the 
world, educationalists have focused on 
addressing problematic behaviour in 
schools. "This effort coincided with 
broader South African initiatives such as 
SASA, the White Paper No. 6 on 
inclusive education, and child-friendly 
schools." Prof Themane asserted that, 
notwithstanding the need for the latter, 
efforts need to be made to investigate 
the effectiveness of the current methods 
of teaching and learning to truly make 
an impact. 

Dr Ronke Harbor, CEO of A4C 
Consulting, emphasises that 

everyone is entitled to quality 
education

Prof Mahlapahlapana Themane, 
Research Chair in Schools 

Enabling Environment (SEE) at UL, 
is one of the researchers striving 
to nd solutions to the challenges 

plaguing schools, especially in 
rural areas
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UL, CEIA career guidance 
benefit rural pupils
By Khomotso Mokhele & Isaack Duba | ulpublications@ul.ac.za

nown for its commitment to community engagement and empowering individuals, Kthe University of  Limpopo (UL) recently partnered with the Careers Exhibitions & 
Information Association (CEIA) in the Sekhukhune District to provide crucial 

information to Grade 12 learners on accessing tertiary education

UL ofcial discussing the importance of choosing the right career path and requirements for studying various 
qualications within the Faculty of Science and Agriculture
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The collaborative effort aimed to offer 
comprehensive career guidance and 
promote informed decision-making 
amongst learners.
Spanning a week and attracting 
approximately 2000 learners daily 
across multiple schools in the district, the 
expo featured participation from 
representatives of all four faculties of 
UL. Their presence ensured detailed 
insights into the University's diverse 
programmes.

Trudy Kaka, Student Recruitment Ofcer 
at UL, highlighted the expo's role in 
connecting learners with various career 
paths and practical insights into elds of 
study and employment. "The career 
exhibition aims to provide learners with 
diverse career choice opportunities and 
guidance on accessing them to become 
part of the UL student community," Kaka 
emphasised.

Ethol Nobela, the Provincial Secretary of 
CEIA, emphasised the signicance of 
providing early support to Grade 12 
learners as a strategy to combat youth 
drug abuse. He highl ighted the 
advantages of such initiatives in terms of 
offering career guidance and promoting 
social well-being. Drawing from his own 
experience, Nobela shared "When we 
were in school during our time, we didn't 
have access to coordinated career 
guidance, and visiting institutions 
seemed like an unattainable goal. Take 
advantage of this opportunity to 
empower yourselves and strive towards 
your desired career goals.”

Mavis Ketetsa, an Educator at Dibathuto 
Secondary School, highlighted the 
practical advantages of the expo for 
learners still nalising their applications. 
"The career expo helps learners who 
haven't yet applied to submit their 
applications in time. We appreciate 
CEIA and institutions for bringing such 
guidance directly to our learners," 
Ketetsa commented.

Michel Nkosi, an Educator from Kolofane 
Secondary School, underscored the 
expo's value in providing practical 
insights beyond the standard curriculum. 
"We hope for more frequent visits from 
institutions like the University of Limpopo 
to further enrich and inspire our 
learners," Nkosi stated.

Sarah Mathiba, an Admin Assistant at 
U L ' s  E n r o l m e n t  M a n a g e m e n t 
Department, provided essential details 
about the application process, noting 
challenges some learners face in 
navigating the system. "Many struggled 
with accessing and correcting their online 
applications, making our presence 
crucial in addressing these issues," 
Mathiba explained.

Atang Mashilo, a Grade 12 learner 
from Ponti Secondary School, shared her 
positive experience at the expo. 
Passionate about media and arts, Atang 
expressed her aspiration to study at UL 
in 2025 to pursue her dreams. "The 
exhibition helped me determine my 
career path and plan for a better future 
for myself and my family," Mashilo said.

UL faculty representatives offer insights into diverse career options during the UL/ CEIA 
career exhibition in Sekhukhune

nd
 122  Issue - 26 July 2024



12

By Malatji Monyelegwete | malatji.monyelegwete@ul.ac.za

ith issues of  sexuality being sensitive and often not openly discussed, the WGender Desk Unit at the University of  Limpopo (UL) recently held a seminar 
to shed light on critical issues surrounding gender, sexuality, and

the queer community

Seminar discusses sensitive 
issues surrounding sexuality 
and gender in communities

The seminar, titled 'Sexuality and Queer 
Activism,' brought together experts in 
the humanities to address these 
important topics. 

One of the speakers, Dr Thembeka 
Makamu, a Senior Lecturer in the 
Department of Linguistics, Translation, 
and Interpreting, as well as a Student 
Academic Development Practitioner 
(CAE) at UL, focused on debunking 
c ommon  m i s c o n cep t i o n s  abou t 
homosexuality. "The belief that someone 
becomes a lesbian or gay because they 
have been hurt by the opposite gender 
is unfounded. Homosexuality is not a 
choice but an inherent part of who a 
person is," he explained. 

Dr Makamu also emphasised that 
homosexuality is not something that can 
be taught and urged individuals to live 
their lives authentically and freely. "We 
may have differing views in our 
community, which can lead to problems, 
confusion, and misunderstandings. The 
community should learn to accept 
homosexuality and understand that we 
are all different and should embrace 
those differences," he expressed. 

Unfortunately, Dr Makamu noted that 
there is still a signicant challenge in 
gaining community acceptance, which 
negatively impacts the ability of gay 
individuals to live openly and freely. 

Dr Samukezi Mrubula-Ngwenya, Acting 
Head of the Department of Cultural and 
Political Studies and Senior Lecturer for 
Gender Politics at UL, highlighted the 
need for a deeper exploration of 
sexuality and masculinity. "We need to 
educate ourselves and learn more about 
sexuality, masculinity, and the stories 
that make us unique. Some of us are able 
to stand tall because of the support we 
receive from our families and those we 
choose to surround ourselves with," she 
shared.

Dr Thembeka Makamu, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Linguistics, 
Translation and Interpreting; and Student Academic Development 

Practitioner

Dr Mrubula-Ngwenya stressed the 
importance of  openly discussing 
masculinity and sexuality, as these 
conversations are essential for fostering 
understanding and acceptance. 
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Meanwhile, Dr Mpho Maotoana, a 
Senior Lecturer in the Department of 
Psychology at UL, highlighted  that one's 
dress code does not determine their 
sexual orientation. "In our communities, 
the aim of sexuality and queer activism 
is to create an inclusive environment 
where individuals of  al l  sexual 
orientations and gender identities can 
live openly and authentically without 
fear of discrimination or prejudice," she 
stated. 

Moreover, Dr Maotoana underscored 
that understanding sexuality involves 
recognizing that it is a personal and 
intrinsic part of an individual's identity, 
which may not always align with societal 
norms or expectations. 

Rev. Dr Ngwako Rapakwana, Director 
of the Gender Desk at UL, stated that 
the University is a place where diversity 
i s  ce lebrated,  and everyone i s 
encouraged to thrive. She urged all 
members of the LGBTQIA+ community 
to stand up for what they believe in 
without fear or doubt. 

"They must  cont inue to express 
themselves,  nd meaning,  bui ld 
networks, and be true to who they are," 
she advised. 

Prof Satsope Maoto, Executive Dean of 
the Faculty of Humanities, indicated that 
the seminar highlighted UL's commitment 
to creating an inclusive and supportive 
environment for all students and staff. 
"Our community should focus on raising 
awareness to create safer spaces for 
everyone," she said.

Dr Mpho Maotoana, Senior Lecturer in the Department of Psychology

Dr Samukezi Mrubula-Ngwenya, Acting Head of the Department of 
Cultural and Political Studies, and Senior Lecturer for Gender Politics
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By Abba Armooh | ulpublications@ul.ac.za 

UL Shinkyokushinkai Karate Club excelled at the 2024 USSA games, bringing home multiple gold medals

 nder the leadership of  various sport experts, guiding them, the students of  the UUniversity of  Limpopo (UL) continue to excel in sport, showcasing their talents in 
various prestigious competitions

Students shine in 2024 CUCSA, 
USSA games

This July, they made a signicant impact 
at both the 21st Confederation of 
Un iver s i ty  and Co l lege  Spor t s 
Associations (CUCSA) in Tshwane, 
Gauteng, and the University Sport South 
Africa (USSA) tournaments nationwide.

At the CUCSA games, UL students 
played a pivotal role in the USSA 
national volleyball team's success, 
securing a commendable 3rd place and 
earning a bronze medal. The USSA 
team was led by Moila Mahlodi, a 
Master of Science (Computer Sciences) 
student who managed the team USSA 
during the tournament. 

She was alongside Rethabile Mphahlele, 
a third-year Bachelor of Accountancy 
student who played as team setter, and 
Mpho Makgahlela, a fourth-year BSc 
Agriculture (Plant Production) student 
who served the team as  Outside 
Attacker/Middle Blocker. The trio led 
the team that demonstrated exceptional 
dedication and skill against top regional 
competitors.

In karate, UL achieved notable success 
at the USSA games, clinching four gold 
medals, two silver medals, and four 
bronze medals, securing 5th place 
overall. Tebello Chabana a rst-year 
BSC (Medical Science) student and 
Chairperson of the UL Shinkyokushinkai 
Karate Club, credited the team's success 
to the guidance of  experienced 
members and rigorous preparation. 
"Our best performance is attributed to 
the mentorship from seniors in our dojo, 
s har i ng  t he i r  exper ience s  and 
knowledge," Chabana remarked.
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UL's netball teams also shone brightly, 
with the female team securing 3rd place 
in the C section and the male team 
impressively placing 7th in the B division 
in their USSA debut, earning themselves 
a sport in the upcoming Varsity Cup. 
Lebogang Sibindi, Chairperson of the 
Netball team and a student pursuing an 
honours in English Studies at UL, 
emphasised the effectiveness of their 
preparation and teamwork. "Our tness 
and mental readiness were key factors 
in our performance at USSA," Sibindi 
added.

Individual achievements were equally 
impressive, with Pearl Kubayi, a rst-
year Bachelor of Laws student, and Phuti 
Masokga, a second-year Bachelor of 
Social Work student, making it to the 
USSA Dream Team. Masokga also 
earned a spot in the USSA Squad 2024. 
In basketball, UL's teams performed 
admirably, with the male team nishing 
7th and the female team securing a 
commendable 4th place. Kamogelo 
Dikgale Bachelor Laws student and 
Yonwaba Maqungu, Master of Science 
received accolades as Male and Female 
All-Star Players, respectively.

In volleyball, UL's teams continued to 
excel. The female team claimed the 
bronze medal, while the male team 
achieved 9th place and the Plate 
Trophy. Several players were selected 
for the national team, including Edward 
Mokoena - BSc (Animal Production) 
student, and Mahlori Baloyi - Bachelor 
of Commerce (Accounting) student, from 
the men's team. From the women's team, 
Jabuli le Tshabalala-Bachelor of 
Commerce (Accounting), Rethabile 
Mphahlele-Bachelor of Accountancy, 
Mpho Makgahle la -  BSc (P lant 
Production), and Rose Motjelele - 
Bachelor of Information Studies were 
selected. Rethabile Mphahlele was also 
honoured with the USSA Best Setter 
award, while Rose Motjelele was 
recognised as the USSA Best Blocker. 
Additionally, the Supa-pool team 
deserves mention for their performance, 
securing a bronze medal, with the male 
teams placing 6th and 9th, respectively. 
The club was also awarded the 
prestigious title of "Team of the 
Tournament" for their outstanding 
performance and teamwork.

University of Limpopo's Supa-pool team saw the female team secure the 
bronze medal, while the male teams placed 6th and 9th, respectively, at 

the USSA games

Three University of Limpopo students represented Team USSA in the 
volleyball category at the 2024 CUCSA games, achieving 3rd place
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The 26-year-old, who holds a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Environmental 
Resources, attributes her success to the 
business training she received from the 
University’s Digital Hub. She expressed 
how joining the hub has greatly 
improved her business skills and 
expanded her knowledge in areas she 
was previously unaware of.

"The UL Digital Hub, which provides 
comprehensive support and resources to 
help young entrepreneurs develop and 
grow their businesses, encouraged me to 
participate in the EDHE Intervarsity 
Competition. This competition offers an 
exceptional platform for showcasing 
i n no va t i ve i dea s and ga i n i ng 
recognition for the hard work of
StudentPreneurs."

This annual competition provides student 
entrepreneurs with the opportunity to 
showcase the i r bus i ne s se s and 
potentially secure sponsorships. The 
EDHE Intervarsity competit ion is 
organised on behalf of the Department 
of Higher Education and Training and 
Universities South Africa (USAf), the 
collective voice of South Africa's 26 
public universities. 

Incubates from the UL Digital Hub were 
given three minutes to present their 
business ideas at the regional level 
before advancing to the national 
competition in various categories: 
E x i s t i n g B u s i n e s s - Te c h ( f o r 
entrepreneurs focused on technology-
based businesses), Existing Business - 

Qetello Baloyi’s Buddyz on the 
Move business crowned second 

runner-up at the 2023 EDHE 
Intervarsity Competition

etello Baloyi, a Qgraduate from the 
University of

Limpopo (UL), has won a 
R10,000 award at the 
2023 Entrepreneurship 
Development in Higher 
Education (EDHE) 
Intervarsity Competition.

Qetello Baloyi Wins R10,000 at EDHE Intervarsity 
Competition, credits guidance of UL Digital Hub

Social Impact (for social entrepreneurs 
aiming to make a positive difference), 
Existing Business - General (for any 
other type of accepted business), and 
Research-Based Business (encouraging 
the commercialisation of research by 
students and university staff).

Baloyi's business, 'Buddyz on the Move', 
made it to the national nals and was 
named the second runner-up in the 
Existing Category under Social Impact. 
Her business provides unemployed 
graduates and matriculants with an 
opportunity to give back to the 
community by offering teaching and 
mentoring services to learners in need. 
Started in 2017 and registered in 2020 
with the assistance of the UL Digital 
Hub's Business Development Ofcers, 
Baloyi 's journey exemplies the 
importance of guidance and support in 
entrepreneurial success. "I wouldn't have 
come this far without the help of the UL 
Digital Hub staff. I can't thank them 
enough for their guidance," expressed 
Baloyi.

Baloyi's business was inspired by the 
lack of extracurricular classes in most 
secondary schools. "All I ever wanted 
was to save the learners f rom 
succumbing to the negative inuences of
peer pressure," she explained.

Baloyi's strong desire to make a positive 
change in society has been successful, 
with her business attracting over two 
hundred volunteers in Limpopo. 'Buddyz 
on the Move' receives funding from the 
Social Employment Fund (SEF), which 
helps Baloyi compensate the volunteers. 
"Before joining the UL Digital Hub, I had 
no knowledge of SEF. I encourage 
students to register with the Hub 
because it is a strategic decision that 
provides entrepreneurial skills and 
exposure," added Baloyi.

Inter
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